Faculty
Forum
As we are now well into another challenging pandemic year, the MRFA Communications
Committee wishes all of you a safe, positive and productive return to campus. In this issue
of Faculty Forum, faculty and students re ect on what the return to campus has meant for
them, how we need to show compassion for one another, and how we must move forward
and grow with the lessons learned from the pandemic.
Meanwhile, while we are all working as hard as we possibly can to continue to provide the
education our students deserve, the government continues its agenda to corporatize the
university sector through ongoing austerity budgets and the implementation of
performance based funding. Though we are all at our limits right now, we must try to
engage in the efforts needed to defend post-secondary education.
Please send us your thoughts and ideas to communications@mrfa.net
-MRFA Communications Committee, 2021/2022

Alberta 2030: A Yoke for the University
Marc Schroeder

"Faculty, staff, and students [need to] take the lead in organizing the defence of PSE. The evidence seems clear
that if it is not us, then it will be no one. A demonstration of apathy, fatalism, fear, or individualistic self-interest,
as more powerful interests are left unchallenged to reshape the University around you, will damage Alberta PSE
in ways that will endure."
READ THE ARTICLE

How our not-so-glorious
return to campus is changing
the way we communicate.
Again.
Archie McLean

"Our return to campus in Fall 2021 has been
anything but normal. We are masked,
distanced and weary from the toll of the past
18 months, but we are in our classrooms
nonetheless. "
READ THE ARTICLE

Returning to Campus: A Student's
Perspective
Shelley Rathie

" I believe students should have equal choices between
virtual or in-person delivery. If MRU is preparing the
Bissett School of Business students to work in the
workplace, shouldn't our learning environment re ect
what the workplace looks like now or what it could
be?"

READ THE ARTICLE

Perspectives on Campus:
Zombie Movie Hallways
and the Pivot to Online
Learning
Gareth Wentzel

"Even though there have been
many negatives experienced during
the pandemic, we need to focus on
the pedagogical positives. T"
READ THE ARTICLE

What have your
Experiences Been
Getting Back to Campus?
Faculty Forum Question

Shared Responsibilities in our Return to Campus
Holly Crowe

"You are not alone, what you are feeling and experiencing is felt by your
colleagues and by showing compassion to ourselves and others we CAN
learn to thrive in this uncertain and tumultuous world we live in."

Faculty are invited to let us know
about your experiences of
returning to campus; or, for those
who were on campus last year,
what is it like to have everyone else
returning? What has or has not
gone well and what you are hoping
and/or planning for as we move
forward in another pandemic year.

READ THE ARTICLE
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