
Professional Standards and Ethics Committee (September 2020-January, 2021) 
Midterm Report provided by the MRFA Member at Large  

Committee Members: Drs. Ganesh Bhandari, Joan Harris, Brian Nichols, Maria 
Teresa Grillo Arbulu, Carlos Videla (on leave), and Namrata Khemka Dolan (on 
leave). 

Professional Standards and Ethics Committee’s (PSEC) work is greatly facilitated 
by Ms. Chantelle Anderson’s knowledge and labour, and Mr. Derrick Antson’s 
assistance and advice. Meetings are scheduled by Ms. J.J. Fenez.   

Committee Chair: Dr. Irene Shankar. 

Over the past four months, members of PSEC have completed the following work: 

1. Organized and offered an online webinar on Roberts’ Rules for Online 
meeting by Dr. Charles Hepler.

2. Created and disseminated a Quick Guide to Robert’s Rules for Online 
Meetings. Thank you, Dr. Harris, for your work on this.

3. Drafted a comprehensive program that will provide tenure and promotion 
training and workshops for assistant and associate professors. In its current 
iteration, 9 workshops are scheduled for delivery from August to May of 
each academic year. Each session is organized around deadlines stipulated 
in the collective agreement and speaks to commonly asked questions, and 
structural obstacles encountered by MRFA members.

4. Constructed an interactive chart on the MRFA Code of Ethics to increase 
awareness of MRFA bylaws. Particular thanks to Drs. Nichols, Videla and 
Bhandari for their work on this.

5. Developed and administered Drop-In Sessions to increase member 
engagement. Specifically, these drop-in sessions provide members with an 
opportunity to ask the MRFA president and other executive members 
questions about issues relevant to them in an open, safe, and accessible 
forum. We are thankful to Dr. Dolan for spearheading this new initiative.

6. PSEC is currently working on a i) downloadable google calendar with 
tenure and promotion deadlines, ii) printable chart containing tenure and 
promotion expectations, processes, and deadlines, and iii) scholarly panel 
on ethics in academia to be delivered at the MRFA online retreat.

https://mrfa.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MRFA-Roberts-Rules-Event-2020-1.pdf
https://mrfa.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MRFA-Roberts-Rules-Event-2020-1.pdf
https://mrfa.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Quick-Guide-to-Roberts-Rules-Online.pptx.pdf
https://mrfa.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Quick-Guide-to-Roberts-Rules-Online.pptx.pdf
https://mrfa.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Ethics-Bylaw-Flow-Chart.pdf
https://mrfa.net/mrfa-qa/

